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GOSPEL REFLECTION – John 3:14-21 
The image of a serpent raised up on a pole has become a cultural symbol of healing.  The Gospel of John 

is an invitation to look upon Jesus crucified and to see in this image the healing of the world.  It is an 

invitation to bring our darkness into the healing light of the cross.  In the glory of the cross we see our 

sinfulness for what it really is – the bearer of death.  In today’s Gospel we are extended the invitation to 

step into the light and become bearers of life. 

1. Nicodemus resisted stepping into the light.  What makes bringing our darkness into the light so difficult? 

2. It is difficult to see in the dark.  Where in your life do you need the light of Christ to help you see more 

clearly? 

3. Recall a time when you experience illumination or insight that brought you to see things in a new way.  

How did this change you? 

4. Darkness can be social as well as personal.  In what ways is our culture the bearer of darkness and 

death? 

BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR SHARE LOVE, SHARE LENT  
Bishop Mark Hagemoen has written a letter encouraging support for this year’s Share Love, Share Lent 

campaign by Development Peace / Caritas Canada. A copy of this letter is in the church entrance. . * 

Share Love, Share Lent: Together in solidarity with our sisters and brothers in the Global South - please 

donate generously this coming Solidarity Sunday, March 21, 2021. You can also become a monthly donor 

and have year-long contributions matched, thanks to the support of religious communities across 

Canada. Not only will you double your impact, but you will also automatically become a member of 

Development and Peace. For inspiration, info and to donate, visit  

Share Love, Share Lent: In solidarity with communities in crises - Development and Peace provides 

humanitarian aid to communities coping with climate change, conflict and natural disasters in over a 

dozen countries. This includes Rohingya refugees and their host communities in Bangladesh. Please pray 

for communities affected by crises and help us to keep supporting them by contributing to the collection 

on the Fifth Sunday of Lent.  

Share Love, Share Lent: Strengthening vulnerable communities - Development and Peace supports and 

assists communities in speaking for and taking charge of their own development. In keeping with the 

Catholic Social Teaching principle of participation, let your Lenten journey make a difference in the world. 

Learn about the work of Development and Peace/Cariitas Canada, and consider giving to help sustain it.  

For inspiration, information and to donate, visit www.devp.org/en/campaign/sharelove  

Date Reader 

March 20 (Sat.) Alyson 

March 27 (Sat.) Ray 

Narrator – Aimee 

Speaker - Darren 

Apr. 2 Good 

Friday 

Reader – Sharon 

Narrator – Blanche 

Speaker - Alyson 

http://www.kldmcatholic.com/
http://www.devp.org/en/campaign/sharelove


ARISE: CATHOLIC WOMEN’S RETREAT OFFERS HOPE AND INSPIRATION DURING PANDEMIC YEAR 
Partnering with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon and Saint Anne Parish, Saskatoon, the Arise 

Catholic Movement team will launch this year’s online retreat on Saturday, May 1. Entitled “Arise: Put On 

the Amour of Light,” the video retreat has been inspired by a scripture passage from Romans 13:11-12: 

“You know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 

now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of 

darkness and put on the armour of light.” Speakers include Heather Khym, Debbie Herbeck, Mary Bielski, 

Rachel Herbeck, and Bishop Scott McCaig, bishop to the Canadian military ordinariate.  Saskatoon Bishop 

Mark Hagemoen of the diocese of Saskatoon will also bring a message to participants. Although 

participants are able to journey through the retreat day on their own, organizers are encouraging women 

to gather in small groups, in accordance with COVID-19 precautions, to experience the “Arise: Put on the 

Armour of Light” retreat in a community context -- in a home, or as a parish event, following all Covid 

regulations. Tools and guidance for retreat hosts will be available via Zoom. To learn more or to register for 

Arise: Put On the Armour of Light visit: https://arisecatholicmovement.ca  

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
Nicodemus came to Jesus at night. His heart ached to know more about God. So, Jesus explained to him 

and to us, how God loved us first. For God so loved the world that he gave his only son. We know how 

much it cost the Father. In the story of Abraham and Isaac we can see how Abraham felt before God 

said to stop. Now we know how God felt when offering his Son. God loved us that much. God loved us 

first. He knew we needed Jesus, whom we can see and touch and love. Thank you, God, for love 

incarnate. Amen 

100 WORDS – FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT: “DISILLUSIONMENT” By Peter Oliver, Olive Branch Marriage and 

Family Ministry 

By the rivers of Babylon – there we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion.  On the willows there 

we hung up our harps. – Psalm 137: 1 

We sometimes confuse God’s unconditional love with our desire for uninterrupted bliss.   We experience 

profound losses and harm, and we want God to fix our lives, but God’s offer is one of salvation. 

The God of this Sunday’s readings wants to enter our shattered dreams and transform them from the 

inside but that can be very unattractive because the human side of salvation is surrender. 

A way through our resistance can be found in the lamentation of the psalmist.  Sometimes we need to let 

feelings of grief and injustice overwhelm us before we can experience the reassurance of God’s love. 

A HUSBAND AND WIFE JUST FINISHED EATING PANCAKES 
A husband and wife had just finished eating pancakes. 

To the wife's surprise, her husband walked back to the stove and started making more pancakes. 

Confused, his wife asked, "Honey, we just ate, why are you making pancakes?" 

"They're for the dogs," he replied. 

"Why are you making pancakes for the dogs?" she asked. 

He replied: "Because they don't know how." 

A PAIN IN THE BUTT TURNED INTO A FUN NIGHT By Anasuya 

I was driving into my little town in NZ when I blew a tyre, fortunately almost outside our local mechanic, 

unfortunately after 5pm so they were closed. 

There was a young couple sitting in the open door of their van in the mechanic's car park, with the hood 

up, looking a bit despondent. I knew I had a spare tyre in the back of my car but no tools, and I'm pretty 

unconfident with ye old tyre change anyway, so I was sort of awkwardly poking around wondering 

exactly what to do next when the guy popped up next to me and asked if I needed a hand with the tyre. 

I was so grateful, he whipped out some basic tools and got things started - turned out they were on a tour 

around the country and their van had just died from something expensive and slow to fix and they were 

resigned to sleeping in the car park of the mechanic that night. 

Well, he fixed my wheel up lovely and I took them both home to my cottage, to a homemade rhubarb 

and apple crumble and a cozy little spare room, and dropped them back into town the next day. 

What was a pain in the butt for all of us turned into a fun night of laughter and good food and nice 

company because they generously offered a helping hand to a baffled lady. 

 

https://arisecatholicmovement.ca/
https://www.olivebranchministry.ca/
https://www.olivebranchministry.ca/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031421.cfm

