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GOSPEL REFLECTION – John 12: 20-33 
This week the readings invite reflection on the deep and heartfelt relationship between Jesus and his 

Father that made possible the sacrifice of the cross. Because of his troubled time of anticipated trial Jesus 

prayed.  In answer, the Father promised to glorify Jesus from the cross where all people will be drawn into 

him. 

1. Which statement struck us most forcefully, and why? 

2. What needs to die in you to be fully Christian? 

3. What cost are you willing to pay to follow Jesus? 

4. When you look for Jesus, what is it you want to see? 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE SHARE LENT 
Share Lent’s Solidarity Sunday is celebrated on the Fifth Sunday in Lent in parishes across Canada, with 

donations collected for Development and Peace / Caritas Canada’s work in the Global South. To donate 

online, sign up for monthly giving, or for more information about the work of Development Peace and this 

year’s Share Love, Share Lent campaign, please visit the website at: 

https://www.devp.org/en/campaign/sharelove   

SHARE LOVE, SHARE LENT 
In solidarity with communities in crisis and strengthening vulnerable communities in the Global South - 

Development and Peace supports and assists communities in speaking for and taking charge of their own 

development. In keeping with the Catholic Social Teaching principle of participation, let your Lenten 

journey make a difference in the world. Learn about the work of Development and Peace / Cariitas 

Canada, and consider giving to help sustain it. For inspiration, info and to donate, visit: 

www.devp.org/en/campaign/sharelove  

CHRISM MASS  
The diocesan Chrism Mass will be held at 7:00 p.m. Monday, March 29, live-streamed on 

https://saskatoonmass.com and on the diocesan YouTube Channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/user/saskatoondiocese Please note that in-person attendance at the Chrism 

Mass is again restricted to priests and designated parish representatives because of number restrictions 

related to COVID-19 public health orders. During the Chrism Mass the priests of the diocese will renew their 

commitment to priestly ministry. The Oil of the Sick, Oil of the Catechumens, and Sacred Chrism will be 

blessed by Bishop Mark Hagemoen and then taken back by the designated parish representatives to their 

respective parishes to be used in the celebration of sacraments throughout the year. More information 

about these blessed oils: 

Date Reader 

March 27 (Sat.) Ray 

Narrator – Aimee 

Speaker - Darren 

Apr. 2 Good 

Friday 

Reader – Sharon 

Narrator – Blanche 

Speaker - Alyson 

April 4 (Sunday) Angela 

April 11 (Sunday) Marlene 
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https://www.devp.org/en/campaign/sharelove
http://www.devp.org/en/campaign/sharelove
https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/saskatoondiocese


• Oil of Catechumens (OC): This oil, sometimes referred to as Oil of Salvation, is used to anoint the 

catechumens (infants and unbaptized converts to the Church) in preparation for their initiation into the 

Church. The prayer accompanying this anointing expresses the desire that Christ strengthen the person 

being anointed. This oil is also used in celebration of the baptism of children.  It is a sign of belonging:  

marking us as members of the Body of Christ.   

• Oil of the Sick (OS): This oil is used in the Anointing of the Sick. The prayer accompanying this anointing 

is: “Through this holy anointing, may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy 

spirit. May the Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.” This oil is used to bring comfort 

and support to the sick in their infirmity. The celebrating of the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is 

a ritual moment that makes visible and present to the sick and the whole community who we are as 

Church:  a community of healing and support. 

• Sacred Chrism (SC): This oil includes a sweet-smelling perfume or balsam, added during the blessing 

prayers at the Chrism Mass. Sacred Chrism is used at the celebration of baptism, confirmation, the 

ordination of priests and bishops, and for the dedication of churches and altars.  t is also used in the 

blessing of bells and sacred vessels. Anointing with this oil implies abundance of grace and dedicated 

service to God. The word Christ means “anointed one.” So being anointed with oil is a sign of the 

special and strengthening presence of Christ, the Anointed One 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
Jesus, You are troubled now 

•by unclean water,  

•by friends being trafficked. 

•by racial injustice, starving children and all the dying from a virus and deluge of drugs and guns. 

What can we say but, we call your name. We beg you to be with us now. Help us right the wrongs, not 

counting the cost, and become abundant fields of wheat for you. Amen 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH: 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. 

Amen. 

THE POPE AND TRUDEAU MEET 
Pope leans towards Trudeau and said, "Do you know that with one little wave of my hand I can make 

every person in this crowd go wild with joy? This joy will not be a momentary display, but will go deep into 

their hearts and they'll forever speak of this day and rejoice!" 

Trudeau replied, "I seriously doubt that! With one little wave of your hand? Show me!" So, the Pope 

backhanded him and knocked him off the stage and the crowd cheered wildly and there was happiness 

throughout the land! 

AN ANGEL ON THE TRAIN BY A FRIEND  
I'm currently sitting on a train heading into Sydney and during the journey a middle-aged man got on the 

train and was experiencing a mental distress episode which was making those around him extremely 

uncomfortable. 

This lovely young lady sitting near me spoke up and started talking to him to make sure he was ok. 

The two of them spoke for about 10 mins and during this time the lady (Nicola) showed such compassion 

and empathy towards this complete stranger and not only did she calm him down and help him come to 

the decision to seek assistance, but I think she stunned those of us sitting in the immediate area with her 

kindness and humility. 

Nicola, what you did was amazing and just like the Gentleman said, you are an Angel. 

Thank you and well done for winning at being an awesome human being! 


