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Collection: $815 
BISHOP HAGEMOEN SUMMARY OF DIOCESE’S 

PARTICIPATION IN INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
Although not required to join the 2006 IRSS agreement (since there was no residential school located in the 

diocese or operated by the diocese), the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon voluntarily signed on to the 

agreement to “be a part of this settlement process and to support its purposes,” noted Bishop Hagemoen.  “I 

believe this was both because of the history and ongoing commitment throughout the diocese to build 

relationships with Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples,” he said. 

Those who signed the IRSSA, including the diocese of Saskatoon, committed to a number of items, including 

contributing finances to services and programs to Indigenous survivors, families, and communities, as follows: 

Payment of $29 million in cash, which was directed to programs and services and the supervision of First Nations 

organizations, and to the “Returning to Spirit’ program. The diocese of Saskatoon’s share of this amount was 

$25,000. 

A “services-in-kind” commitment, whereby various community services and programs worth more than $25 

million were organized by the various Catholic entities to be provided for Indigenous communities. The diocese 

of Saskatoon’s services-in-kind contribution to Restorative Ministry was valued at $43,000. 

A final fundraising appeal that was titled the “Moving Forward Together” campaign. This campaign was to also 

involve not only the 50 entities, but all dioceses in Canada, with a goal to raise $25 million. After two diocesan-

wide collections were held, the diocese of Saskatoon contributed about $34,000 to this national effort, which 

ultimately fell short of the $25 million national goal. 

“I understand that the leaders of various Catholic dioceses and groups put their efforts behind each 

component of the campaign. However, they were disappointed by the results,” said Hagemoen. 

“If I was to summarize why the efforts yielded this kind of result, I would say that many of our parishioners, like 

many non-Indigenous Canadians, have been slow to understand the impact and the legacy of the residential 

school system, and this seems to be reflected in the response at the time,” Hagemoen said. 

The bishop added that he would very much support revisiting this fund-raising appeal today. “The discoveries 

of grave sites at cemeteries near former residential schools has drawn an even greater awareness of the need 

for an appeal to support the healing of survivors and their families from the legacy of residential schools. I think 

Catholic members in our diocese and across Canada would respond with a heightened sense of solidarity and 

support,” he said. 

In the meantime, the diocese continues to support reconciliation and healing called for in the TRC final report, 

he said, listing several of the TRC Calls to Action that the Catholic Church and the diocese have been working 

on. 

“However, there is much left to address in the Calls to Action,” the bishop admitted, citing in particular the call 

for Pope Francis to come to Canada to apologize to residential school survivors, their families and communities 

for the Roman Catholic Church’s role in the spiritual, cultural, emotional, physical, and sexual abuse that 

occurred in residential schools. 

Date Reader 

July 10 (Saturday) Sharon 

July 17 (Saturday) Marlene 

July 24 (Saturday) Darren 

August 1 (Sunday) Raymond 

August 8 (Sunday) Blanche 

August 15 (Sunday) Christopher 
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Bishop Hagemoen said: “I again state my support for such a visit by the Holy Father to Canada, and I believe 

that an apology from Pope Francis would bring healing to many and would help to further the journey of 

reconciliation in our Church and our country.” 

Bishop Hagemoen also reiterated his own apology: “I deeply regret and apologize that Catholics were part of 

this system which was designed to separate children from their families and communities and to assimilate 

them into a culture the featured a colonial attitude and approach. I deeply regret and apologize for the 

damage done to children at these schools, which for many included neglect and abuse, and I apologize for 

the deaths that happened at these schools, with children dying far away from mothers, fathers, grandparents 

and families, and I apologize to the families and the communities who have not been able to honour 

children’s burial sites.” 

In conclusion, the Bishop of Saskatoon expressed his hopes going forward, saying:  “While it is true that the 

discovery of graves is exposing the wounds and scars from the Indian Residential School legacy which the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission revealed – but it is also raising greater awareness of the work, findings and the 

recommendations of the TRC, and of the great work still ahead for us and our diocese.” 

LIFTING OF PUBILIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS & DIRECTIVES FOR SACRAMENTS IN COVID-19 
Dear Pastors, Parishes, Parish Life Directors, and Faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon: 

I am pleased to provide this update to the diocese related to the Government of Saskatchewan’s plan to 

remove all Public Health Orders in place due to the Covid19 pandemic, after a very long and challenging 

time. 

The general dispensation to the faithful from the obligation to attend Mass continues to remain in 

effect.  However, those who are not elderly or health compromised are strongly encouraged to make the 

Sunday and holy days of obligation. 

Profound gratitude is again expressed to all who persevered in faith and charity during these times of 

challenge offering the Sacraments, ministry, and support in the many creative ways you have reached out to 

your people. 

Effective July 11, 2021, please note the following: 

1. Parishes will no longer have a restriction on capacity or be obliged to have parishioners sign up or register 

and contact tracing is not required. 

2. Masks are not required, including for those cantors, singers and soloists. Those assisting with the liturgy and 

the faithful may choose to wear a mask at their discretion. 

3. Baptisms can resume as they were pre-pandemic. Clergy may choose to mask and are asked to respect 

the wishes of the parents with regard to masking for baptisms. 

4. The delegation to all pastors/administrators to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for those baptized 

Catholic as infants or children whose Confirmation was postponed due to the pandemic has ended. 

5. Confessionals may again be used and alternative locations or arrangements may continue. 

6. Holy water fonts may again be filled. 

7. Hand sanitizer and/or alternate sanitizing options should be available throughout the church. 

8. Appropriate cleaning of high use areas within the church is still encouraged before and after each service. 

9. All hymnals and missalettes may be returned to the pews. Single-use materials can still be considered. 

10. Families are not required to maintain distance between their family and other families or individuals 

throughout the celebration of Mass. 

11. The procession at the Preparation of the Gifts may resume. Pastors may choose to have collection baskets 

(or any other materials) stationary and not to be passed from one family to another, however, the use or 

passing of the offertory basket is not prohibited. 

12. The Sign of Peace should continue to be omitted or done with a simple gesture, such as a reverent bow to 

avoid physical contact. 

13. Mass may be celebrated with the participation of altar servers. 

14. The priest must wear a mask and must sanitize his hands immediately before and after distributing 

Communion. Physical contact should be avoided when placing the host in the communicant’s 

hands.  Sanitize intermittently as necessary. 

15. Distribution of the Holy Communion (Blood of Christ) from the chalice should continue to be omitted to the 

assembly. For those who are gluten intolerant, special arrangements are to be made with the pastor. 

16. Those who choose to receive on the tongue should continue to be the last to receive. 

17. Celebrations and ancillary events may resume as usual. 

Again, I thank pastors, parish communities and the faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon for their patience and 

consideration throughout this time and their support as we come out of the pandemic and move towards 

regular worship and parish activities. 


