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GOSPEL REFLECTION– Mark 7:31-37 
Jesus elicited various reactions and interpretations from all who encountered him. For some, he was like 

David the king, restoring the glory days of Israel. For others he was a prophet. For the poor and those he 

healed of blindness, deafness and other illnesses, Jesus brought hope, and a glimpse of God’s reign. 

Today’s passage reflects vividly the words from Isaiah. 

1. How is today’s Gospel connected to the other two readings? 

2. How do you bring life and dignity to the blind, the lame, the deaf, the rejected, the poor? 

3. In which sacrament do we touch ears and nostrils? Why do we do this? 

FALL CONGRESS  
This year’s Series will be held in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, with three different sessions 

planned. The series entitled “Be The Light” – continuing the journey to a deeper intimacy with Christ” will 

include the following in-person sessions at the Cathedral of the Holy Family in Saskatoon: 

• “Built on the Rock” - RCIA Leader & Parish Training 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 15 and 10 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 16 - If your parish does not currently have a team ready to welcome seekers, this 

training will help to get ready. Cost: $20 for one day only, or $30 for both days (Thursday, Sept. 16 

registration includes lunch). Register online at: https://form.jotform.com/212345991923057  

• Palliative Care & Moral Distress Oct. 26 – more information is coming soon. 

• Marriage Prep Training for Parishes Nov 20 – more information is coming soon. 

For more information about this Fall Congress Series, please contact programs@rcdos.ca  

A DYING HEALED WORKSHOP  
This workshop will be held from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday Oct 2 at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 

123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon (Bishop Klein room). This workshop will provide comprehensive education on 

palliative care/end of life issues and preliminary training for palliative and hospice care volunteers. Also 

suitable for those wishing to provide compassion and support to those in need, particularly at end of life. 

The Dying Healed workshop covers important issues about human suffering, human dignity, and the power 

of human presence as well as other end-of-life issues. Also, important pastoral and practical behaviours of 

what to say, how to listen, and how to be with people who suffer illness, disability and loneliness. Registration 

required. Contact: Jacqueline Saretsky jsaretsky@rcdos.ca or call 306-659-5839. Registered participants will 

receive a workbook; Cost $15. (Lunch will be provided.) 

PRAYER PATH 
Jesus, open our ears so that we can hear you in the pleading of the poor, the cry of the environment, the 

war-torn, the immigrant, the hungry. Open our ears so we can hear you in the crash of waves, the sound 

of children laughing, the call of a friend, in music by Puccini. We want to know you well; wherever you 

are—and in all things.  Open our deaf ears and loosen our tongues. Let us hear and speak your love to all 

the world. AMEN  

Date Reader 

September 5 (Sunday) Aimeé 

September 12 (Sunday) Blanche 

September 17 (Sunday) Darren 
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RECONCILIATION: THE CHURCH AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
This is the next session of the diocesan Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leader Ministry Education Program. It will 

be offered online via Zoom from 4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays from Sept. 21 until Nov. 16, 2021.  

Register for Course 4 at https://rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education or for more info contact: 

programs@rcdos.ca.  

Planned presenters include Bishop Mark Hagemoen, Maria Lucas, Mary Ann Morrison, Gordon Martell and 

others. 

No pre-requisite is required: you can take Course 4 even if you did not take either of the previous courses; 

however, those who complete all 4 courses will earn a ministry certificate.  

COST: $200. per course. (Course is 18 hours including out-of-class time commitment to additional reading 

and course work.)  

Jointly sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, St. Thomas More College, and Greater 

Saskatoon Catholic Schools, the Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leader Ministry Education program is led by 

teams of Indigenous and non-Indigenous instructors, modelling respectful and reconciling relationships.  

Reasons to take this program include:  

• To participate in a concerted effort to answer the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Calls to Action. 

• To learn about the history of the interaction between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples including 

the impact of Roman Catholic missionaries on Indigenous communities. 

• To discuss areas of culture convergence/divergence. 

• To further Catholic social and moral teachings. 

• To support the building of right relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Catholics in 

Western Canada. 

Read some of the reflections by participants in previous courses of this diocesan program: 

https://rcdos.ca/ipl-participant-reflections/ 

THE OLD MAN WITH THE CRA. 

Sure enough he got a lawyer and was there Monday morning. The guy from the CRA went through the 

details and asked if the gentleman was aware of the transactions. Here’s the conversation. 

Gentleman: “Yeah I do a little gambling here and there.” 

CRA: “With this big of an amount of money?” 

Gentleman: “Sure. Here I’ll make you a bet. I bet you $5,000 that I can bite my own eye.” 

With that being said, the guy from the CRA took the bet knowing he couldn’t do it. The gentleman then 

pulled out his glass eye, and bit it. 

Gentleman: “Now don’t worry, I’m gonna give you a chance to make your money back, and even a little 

more. I’ll bet you $10,000 that I can bite my other eye.” 

The guy from the CRA saw no seeing eye dog, and saw no stick for the blind, so he knew for sure this was 

a sure win. 

CRA: “You’ve got yourself a deal” 

The gentleman then takes his dentures out and bites his other eye. 

Gentleman: “Now now don’t be upset. I’m gonna give you a chance 

to make your money back, and even a little more. I’ll bet you $20,000 

that from the other side of your desk, I can go to the bathroom and 

make all of my urine end up in your trash can, not a drop anywhere 

else.” 

The CRA guy knew for sure that he couldn’t do that. So he took this bet 

knowing he’d made $20,000. 

CRA: “You’re on old man! There’s no chance in hell you can do that!” 

The gentleman then proceeds to urinate all over the CRA man’s desk. 

As he jumps up and down in joy because he won the bet. 

CRA: “You lose! You owe me $20,000!!!” 

While celebrating, the CRA guy couldn’t help but notice gentleman’s 

lawyer, who was sitting there shaking his head in shame. 

CRA: “What’s your problem?” 

Lawyer: “He bet me $100,000 on the way here that he could pee all 

over your desk and that you’d be happy about it.” 
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