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TRUE HUMILITY Eleonore Stump 
In the Gospel Reading, Jesus censures people who take the seats of honor at a feast. Take the least 

honorable places, he tells them, and then the host can invite you to a more honorable place.  

Jesus is rebuking the pride of those people who go for the honorable seats. But what is the solution to 

the problem of pride? If you race your friends to the least honorable seat because the reward for 

doing so is that you get one of the best seats, isn’t this pride too? 

So, what is true humility? 

Well, think about pride. 

There is a childish kind of pride, of course, where you brag about your accomplishments while 

everybody else tries to be polite enough not to roll their eyes while you are talking. 

And then there is also the grown-up version of that childish pride, the pride of the self-made man. A 

multi-millionaire who explains that he has gotten where he is all by himself has this kind of pride. He 

has failed to notice all the gifts he has been given that have helped him get where he is. He thinks he 

himself is responsible for the good he has. 

A more complicated kind of pride can be found in a person who knows that all his good comes from 

the grace of God. But he is sure that God has given such grace to him and not to his neighbors, 

because God knew that he, unlike his stupid worldly neighbors, would make good use of God’s gifts. 

This is the pride of a prig. 

Finally, the worst and most sophisticated kind of pride is found in the Pharisee who thanked God that 

he was not like other men, especially not like that sinner, the publican, praying next to him in the 

Temple. The Pharisee knew that every good in him was a gift from God. But he was glad that he had 

God’s gifts and that the publican didn’t. The 

Pharisee liked looking down on the publican. 

Here is what humility is, then. It is recognizing 

that every good in yourself is a gift from God 

and is meant to be given back to the Lord by 

being shared with others. 

So, you can’t get true humility by racing for 

the least honorable seat. If the least 

honorable seat is, in the Lord’s view, the best 

place to be seated, then true humility requires 

your sharing it with others in gratitude to the 

Lord who gave it. 

  

Date Reader 

September 4: 9 am Cole  

September 11: 9 am Vicki 

September 18: 9 am Chris 

September 25: 9 am Blanche 

http://www.kldmcatholic.com/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082822.cfm


SOUL MUSIC  
A Retreat of Music Making and Listening for Every Soul will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 17 at Queen’s House, 601 Taylor St. W., Saskatoon, with facilitator Stephanie Tillman. 

The Soul Music retreat is an opportunity to be renewed by immersion in music making and listening. 

Part music appreciation, part meditation and part fun, we will sing and play our hearts out, 

participate in free and guided listening, learn how to use music as a spiritual practice to inspire body 

movement and prayer, and explore the role music has in our personal stories and how it continues to 

shape our identities. This retreat is open to all; experience with reading or making music of any kind is 

not required. Fee: $95 - includes lunch. Registration deadline: Sept. 13. Register at 

https://www.queenshouse.org/programs/ or call (306) 242-1916. 
DISCERNMENT CIRCLE ANNOUNCES VISION FOR LOCAL INVOLVEMENT IN NATIONAL INDIGENOUS RECONCILIATION FUND 

COVENANT STATEMENT 

We – the people of our One Creator tasked with coming together to discern and facilitate local 

projects and initiatives on behalf of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon – enter into and 

commit to this Covenant, which finds its meaning in the ancient biblical concept of right relationship 

with the One God and Creator, with all people, with the Land and all of Creation; and in 

the nehiyaw principle of miyo-wîcêhtowin, or possessing good relations founded in relationship 

among people, the sacred laws, and the Creator. 

This Covenant is also inspired by the spirit of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 

Calls to Action, and the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Under the guidance of the Great Holy Spirit, we shall seek to respect and nurture healing and right 

relationship between all peoples – Indigenous and non-Indigenous – and to celebrate, honour, and 

share cultural histories and be faithful stewards of the spiritual and temporal gifts that the Creator has 

entrusted to us – as established by the founding treaty relationships among our peoples.  

Our motivation and meaning will also feature humility and the journey from apology to 

reconciliation (see Psalm 51:17; Isaiah 57: 17). It will be celebrated in ceremony and ritual. 

We acknowledge and commit to honour the sacredness of one another as we deal with the long 

discourse and journey of reconciliation. As we consider and engage in projects, we commit to the 

ministry of presence and accompaniment. 

We promise and commit to nurture right relationship through sharing, respect, love for each other 

and the Creator. We will accept each other’s visions and beliefs. We will assist the Church family to 

understand itself and move forward in reconciliation. We will invest in relationships with each other 

and engage in meaningful conversations with each other and with the Church. 

We also seek to contribute to establishing Indigenous theological and ceremonial foundations in the 

Church, and to an enculturation between Catholic and Indigenous ritual and spirituality.  We also 

seek to foster reclamation of Indigenous culture, language, and identity. 

We stand together in hope and action as we speak and share so that others may come forward as 

we all continue the healing journey. 

– Discernment Circle for Catholic TRC Healing Response, Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 

LAUGH FOR THE WEEK: USEFUL WORK PHRASES 
1. I don't work here. I'm a consultant. 

2. Who me? I just wander from room to room. 

3. My toys! My toys! I can't do this job without 

my toys! 

4. It might look like I'm doing nothing, but at 

the cellular level I'm really quite busy. 

5. At least I have a positive attitude about 

my destructive habits. 

6. You are validating my inherent mistrust of 

strangers. 

7. I see you've set aside this special time to 

humiliate yourself in public. 

8. Someday, we'll look back on this, laugh 

nervously, and change the subject. 

https://www.queenshouse.org/programs/

