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GOSPEL REFLECTION: John 2: 13-22
Jesus driving the money-changers from the temple is a powerful image of righteous anger and zeal
for protecting the sacred things that belong to God.

1. What was so upsetting for Jesus in this passage? Why2

2. The image of Jesus “making a whip and driving out all of them out of the temple” is not a usual
image that we have of Jesus. Does this image bother you?

3. Jesus said “Destroy this temple and in three days | will raise it up.” “Why did Christianity arise, and
why did it take the shape it did? The early Christians themselves reply: ‘We exist because of Jesus'
Resurrection...” There is no evidence for a form of early Christianity in which the resurrection was not a
central belief....It was the cenftral driving force.” - N.T. Wright, The Challenge of Jesus. Is the driving
force of our Christian lives the Resurrection of Christe What would help us find that important focus?
“REJOICE!” ADVENT RETREAT:

A diocesan adult faith Encounter event, the “Rejoice!” Advent Retreat will be held Saturday, Dec. 6
at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, led by the Sisters of the Verbum Dei
Missionary Fraternity. Cost is $30 (includes lunch); register online at
https://form.jotform.com/SaskatoonDiocese/adventretreat or contact Astrid Alas, Adult Faith
Coordinator, at amalas@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5858. “Rejoice!” is a retreat inspired by Philippians 4:4,
which encourages us to "Rejoice in the Lord always." Participants will engage in a variety of enriching
activities, including reflective prayer sessions, inspiring talks by Verbum Dei Sisters, and moments of
silent contemplation. For those seeking personal growth or simply a time to pause and reflect, this
retreat offers a transformative journey of faith and fellowship, preparing hearts for the celebration of
Christmas.

ANNUAL APPEAL 2025

OUR GOAL THIS YEAR IS $4771. WE HAVE DONATED $620 SO FAR THIS YEAR.
PLEASE USE THE ENVELOPES IN THE ENTRANCE TO DONATE.
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DEDICATION OF BASILICA OF JOHN LATERAN THE IMPLEMENTATION PHASE OF THE SYNOD ON
SYNODALITY

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica: The Celebration of Our Participation in the Life, Passion,

Death, & Resurrection of the Lordship of Jesus Christ
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God'’s Spirit dwells in you? (I Corinthians
3:16)

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Diocese of Saskatoon:
This year of the Jubilee Pilgrimage of Hope has seen the death of Pope Francis and the election of
Pope Leo XIV. One pope started us on this pilgrimage journey of hope — which also features the call
to be a more synodal church. And now Pope Leo has confirmed this call and work. At a recent
Jubilee of Synodal Teams, Pope Leo said that synodality will “help the church fulfill its primary role in
the world, which is to be missionary, to announce the Gospel, to give witness to the person of Jesus
Christ in every part of the world, to the ends of the earth.”
This is, of course the mission of the Church at every level, and in every setting! Synodality is indeed a
way of walking our journey of missionary discipleship in unity with Jesus Christ, inspired and led by the
Holy Spirit. In this walk, we are inspired by the Synod on Synodality that has listened in the Spirit o the
voices of people from around the world over a multi-year process of discernment. The Final
Document released by the Synod of Bishops calls for intentional focus and an ongoing journey of
conversion to become a more synodal church of communion, participation and mission — and the
Holy Father is now asking dioceses around the world to implement this synodal vision.
Thus, | am pleased as your bishop to announced the “implementation phase” of the synodal process
for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon. Our implementation phase will feature the following:
Firstly, we will continue the conversations in the Spirit that have happened to date at the local and
diocesan levels about the meaning and practical features of synodality.
Secondly, we will link the implementation features of synodality to our Diocesan Pastoral Plan. We
have put a lot of prayer, discernment, and work into this plan — which has been a source of renewal
and focus for all of our diocese. However, the pastoral plan can be greatly improved by being
infused with the spirit of synodality — just as the Beatitudes (see Mathew 5: 1-16) bring life and
character to living out of the Gospel.
Thirdly, as we conclude the Jubilee Year of Hope, we also look to another coming great event: The
2000th anniversary in 2033 of the Resurrection of Christ and the Great Commission. What a
remarkable and unprecedented opportunity for the celebration of the very reason for our hope, and
the basis for mission. | pray this upcoming time will be a real tfime of deepening conversion for all of us
called to the mission of Jesus Christ to save and bless His people.
Fourthly, this implementation phase is being announced for our diocese on the Feast of the
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica — a day when the Church celebrates the great temple and Pope'’s
cathedral church as the mother church for all the world. It is also a day when we are reminded - as
missionary disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ - of His call fo us all to be His temples in and for the world.
As St. Caesarius of Arles, bishop, states,

“...we are to be the frue and living temple of God... let the light of good works shine in us ... God

wishes to enter in to our souls, for He promised: | shall live in them, and | shall walk the corridors of

their hearts.”
May our synod implementation plan help each of us to be better temples of the life of God — within
ourselves - and for our parishes, diocese and larger communities. May we approach the synod
implementation phase not as another task or plan to be accomplished, but as a real time of patient
listening to the Holy Spirit, who calls us to a new and greater awareness of not only the goal and
destination, but also the journey along the way.
| conclude with this inspiration from St. Mother Teresa — who is a great teacher about the synodal
features of empathy and attentive listening:

We are called to be contemplatives in the heart of the world by seeking the face of God in

everything, everyone, everywhere, all the time, and His hand in every happening.” (St Teresa of

Calcutta)

Sincerely, in Christ, Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen Bishop of Saskatoon



